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Module Code AN-2318 
Module Title Semantics and Pragmatics 
Degree/Diploma Bachelor of Arts  
Type of Module Major Option 
Modular Credits 4 Total Student Workload 8 hours/week 

Contact Hours              3 hours/week 
Prerequisite AN-1201 Introduction to English Language and Linguistics 

AN-1301 Introduction to Discourse and Sociolinguistics 
Anti-requisite None. 
Aims 
This module is divided into two parts: the first covers the study of semantics at both word and sentence 
level; and the second looks at meaning in context (i.e. pragmatics) and provides insights into the theories of 
language use. The semantics component includes looking at meaning from different approaches such as 
theories of references and lexical relations. In pragmatics, students are expected to learn how to apply 
pragmatics theories to the actual analysis of texts and by the end of the module will be able to use 
pragmatic approaches to investigate a wide variety of everyday genres. 
Learning Outcomes 
On successful completion of this module, a student will be expected to be able to: 
Lower order : 30% • Demonstrate awareness of key components of semantic and pragmatic 

theory 
Middle order :  40% •  Application of elements of semantic and pragmatic theory to real-life 

phenomena 
• Formulate generalisations over data sets 

Higher order: 30% • Critically reflect upon the relationships between semantics and pragmatics 
Module Contents 
Semantics 

• Sense and sense relations 
• Semantic Change 
• Prototypes 
• Classifying situations and participants 

Pragmatics 

• Speech Act Theory 
• Cooperative Principle 
• Intercultural pragmatics 
• Pragmatics and language learning 

Assessment Formative 
Assessment 

Weekly online quiz on Canvas. 
Online forum discussions. 

Summative 
Assessment 

Examination: 50% 
  Coursework: 50% 

• 1 test (10%) 
• 1 presentation (10%) 
• 1 written assignment (20%) 

 


